A dissecting aneurysm of the aorta is a dissection in the media of the vessel with formation of a new lumen parallel to the original one. The lesion is the result of a peculiar degeneration of the media known as cystic medionecrosis, which is characterized by fragmentation of the elastic fibers with the consequent formation of small cavities in which an amorphous mucopolysaccharide-like material accumulates. Dissection occurs when an intramural hemorrhage takes place in the damaged media as a result of rupture of the vasa vasorum or the intima. Spontaneous dissecting aneurysm is rare in animals, but is well-known in man.
"double-barrelled (fig. 2) from just after the origin of the arch branches to about 3 cm above the origin of the iliac arteries ( fig. 3) . A transverse tear of the intima with a sharp but jagged margin was present at each end of the dissection (fig. 3 ). The acquired vessel had a complete endothelium and showed mild to moderate atherosclerosis ( fig. 4) ; it was markedly dilated, whereas the original lumen had a normal diameter. The two vessels were adherent along the dorsal wall. All the branches of the involved aorta originated from the new lumen. The dissection was interrupted in the region of the arch (fig. 3 ). The heart weighed 160 g; the ventricles weighed 139 g with a leftright ratio not indicative of left ventricular hypertrophy.
Sections of the aorta were stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE), Weigert, and periodic acid-Schiff. The elastic fibers were diffusely fragmented, with small pseudocystic spaces filled with an amorphous PAS-positive material (fig. $6). The new intima showed focal atherosclerosis. Spontaneous dissecting aneurysm of the aorta occurs more frequently in turkeys than in other animals. One case was reported in a horse (2). A high-protein, high-fat diet and atherosclerosis have been suggested as pathogenetic factors [3] . The literature contains only one report of aortic dissecting aneurysm in a dog, in a paper on cystic medionecrosis of the aorta in the dog [I] .
The lesions in our dog were similar to those of dissecting aneurysm of the aorta in man. In particular, microscopic examination showed cystic medionecrosis like that seen in man. This abnormality in the dog "healed" spontaneously, because the blood could reenter the original lumen through a second rupture of the intima. This mechanism is rare in man; most patients die from an external rupture of the vessel.
Hypertension was another element common to our dog and to human patients with dissecting aneurysm of the aorta. The absence of clear evidence of left ventricular hypertrophy suggests that the arterial hypertension recorded during the experiment was an effect of the general anesthesia. We also may hypothesize that the duration of hypertension was too short to cause myocardial hypertrophy. 
Intestinal Adenomatosis in a Blue Fox (Alopex lagopus)
T. LANDSVERK An outbreak of diarrhea affected about 30 of 400 blue fox pups on one farm. The diseased foxes, from four litters that had just been weaned, were about 2% months old. Older pups were not affected. One third of the diseased pups died during the acute phase of the diarrhea, one third recovered and another third developed chronic diarrhea and debility. Treatment with 
